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Res Do the provisions o

ots of the Regular Ssssion
es to all members of the
o8 of Anerica and their
£ the armed farcel in re-

of the 48th Le utux-, o1
armed f£¢ ros of the '-1t 4

n such servige on state and comnty ad
property 1isted on the tax rolls of
hames of any such members of the armed
axxiliaries, or the armed forees ressrves
pfies, prior to the time they Joined suech
¢ sueh auxiliaries.

*The question has arisen in this department as to
whether or not this law relesses penalties and interest
accruing on property owned by such people prier %o thelir
entry into sueh servioce, or does it only apply %o penal-
tiscs and intereat aocruing since sush person entered the
armed service and for the duratien. I will thank ya to
advise in the premises.”

¢

i ) . -] COMMUNICATION 18 TO BE CONSTRUED AS A DE!FT*ENTAE OPINION UNLESS APPROYVED BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OR FIAST ASSISTANT
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Seaate Bill No. 130, Aets eof th. Regular Session
of the 48th Leglislature, (together with its oaption) reads
as follows: ' )

"An Aet for the purposs of relessins to the
pexsbera of the irmed Foross of the United States of
Americs and their smxiliaries all interest snd pensl-
ties acoruing sudbsequent to their entry into suech
service, cr £tate and sounty ad valerem texes socruing
on property listed on the tax rolls of eny ecunty in
the nane of such members of the Armed Yoroes or their
auxflieries or the Armed Foroces hesorve or their suxili-
ariss prior to the time tbey joined sueh Armed Foroces
or euch auxilinrio:l providing that the release of sush
interest and penalties shall extend for the &uration of
World war JI, and providing that the Yespeotive mambers
of such Armed Torces end such -uxilitj@g. shall de al-
lowed a period not %o exgesd six (6) mSH¥hs mfter she
cessasion of hostilities in whiok tp pay without interest
and penalSy the delinguent Laxes due by them; providing
for the suspension of all laws and parts of laws in eon-
fliet herewith, and declaring an smergenocy.

"Bs it eneoted by the Legislature of the State of Texas:

. "Seotlon ). That there i hereby reloeased 40 all
sexbers of the Arsed Fuprees of the United itates of
America and their suxiliaries, snd all sembers of the
Armed Yorces Rossrve Of the Unitsd States of Ameries and
their auxiliarien,;-~ell interest and penaltles aceruing
subsequent to Shulrcentry into sueh service, oa State and
sounty ad vulorem tayes on yroperty listed on the tax
rolla of any ocaunty in the neme of any of sugh members
of the Armed Forees or theiy auxilidries or the Armed
Forces Reperve or their suxiliagies prior to the time
they folned such Armed Foreos or suek auxiliaries; pro~
viding thai the release of sueh interest and penalties
shall extend Tor tLhe duration of | wer 11, and pro-
viding that the respectiive memders of such Armed Forces
and suoh auxiliepies and su¢h Armed Foroes Leserve and.
thelr auxiliaries shall be allowed a period of not to
exosed six (€} months after the ceusation of hostilitiea
in whioh to pay withowt penalty mnd intersst their taxes
whiah have agorued eml whieh shall scerus during the
duration of the war,
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\ “Ses, 2. All laws and parts of laws in eon-

fliet herewith are Lereby e«xpressly suspended during

:ge term of this Agt 80 far aatghsy may affect this
t.

“Ssa. 3. The faet shat many perscas affected
by the provision of thls Aot are in diatant countries
in the service of thelir counatry and may unavoidadly
perait their taxeas to beeome delinquent oreates an
sasrgenoy and an imperative publie nscessity that She
gonstitutionel Rule requlring bWills tc bé read on three
several days in each House be suspended, and said Rule
13 hereby suspended, and that this At shall take effect
and de in force from and after its pamszage, and it s :
8o enhoted,” ‘

An analysis of Senate Rill Ko, 130 4iscloses
thas the persona upor wham it divestly operates are those
pamed in the Aot itselr, Wewit, "the members of the Armed
Foraes of the United Btates of Amerioa and their suxilliavies,
and all wesbers of the Armed Perces Reserve of the Unitod
States of Amsrioca end their suxilisxries.*

The method of the Ast's eperstion is %o re
o the adove named persons saild ioterest agd penslities,
The interest and renalties referred to are plainly deserided
in the jot es "al) Interest and pesalties sacruing sudsequeat
e their entry into such servisugniifi“dtate and scunty ad
valorem taxes on property listed ob the tax rolle eof any
sounty in the name ¢f any aush menders of the Armed Forses
or thelr auxilleries or the Arsed Yoroes Reserve or their
saxiliaries prior te the time they jolned such Armed Forces
or auch suxiliariea;” .

The Aot further provides that the relsase above
referred t0 shall exsend for the duration of ¥orld vwar II,
that the persons upon whoa it Operates shall be allowed s
period of not to excesd aix months after the ceassation of
hostilities in whish to pay their taxes,whioh have acenwed
and which shall asorue during the duration of the war, with-
out penalty and interest, ‘

e i,
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There has been no judicial construetion dy
the eprellate ecurts of she provisions of this dill,

It iz well settled by the Toxas deoisions -
that when a leaw is expressed in plain and unambiguous
language, and its meaning is clear and obvious the law
will be applied and enforced as it reads, there being
no Todm for econstruetion of its meanipg. 39 Tex. Jur. 16l
weaver v, Robison, 114 Tex, 878, 268 J5, W. 1383 Pire Asscolas-
tion v. Love, 101 Tex. 376, 380, 108 8., W. 188, 810; Runnels
v, Belden, 51 Tex, 48; Engelking v. Von Wamel, 26 Tex. 469,
471} gtate v. Delesdenier, 7 Tex. 78; Sutherland v, De Leen,
1 Yex. B80, 46 Am. Deo. 100; Thompson v. Buckley, 1 Tex, 38}
Lloyds Casualty Co. v, Lem, (Olv. App.) 68 3, W, (24) 497,
errer granted; Railrcad Commission v, Texas & N, 0, R, Co.,
{Civ. App.) 42 8, W, (28) 1091, error refusedi Oapley v,
Pudeon, (Civ. App.) 286 5., 551 (wording of statute held
" not 80 plain snd unambiguous as to leave no room for oon-
struetion); Martin v, Hidalgo Gounty, (Civ. App.) 271 8, W,
4368, error dismissed; Cuir, 0, & 3. P, R, Co, v, Cardner,
(civ, App.) 866 8. W, 809} Trimmier v, Cariton, (Civ, App.)
264 9. W. B83, affirmed 116 Tex, 5TR, 208 3, ¥, 1070
Internationel G. N, B. Go, v. Mallard, (Civ. App,) 262 8. W.
789, efrirmed (Com. App.) 297 S. W, 1081; Harrington v,
Galveston Qounty, White & W, Giv. Cas, “EPI "’., ,“‘ Hant
v, State, 89 Orin. Rep. 89, 289.3. W, 880. Geddy v, Firse
Kat, m. 118 Tex. 595. 8833. w. 478 mming mleltiﬂhl
certified 8853 3.W. 877; Gilmore v, Waplas, 108 Tex. 167
168 3, W. 1037; Missouri, K. & T. Ry. Oo. v. Bianks, 108
Tex, 191, 188 3. W, y 8ffiraing 116 8. ¥, 8773 Texas &
Fe Re Go. v. Perkins, (6an. App.) 48 8, W, it&l 49, revers-
ing 89 3. ¥, (24) 835; H. K. watson Oo. v. Cobd Orala Co.,
{Com. App.) 298 9. W, 174, roversing R%0 3. W, 842; Koore
v, Lumbermen's Reciproceal Ass'n, (Com. App.) 2858 8, W, 1081,
reversing 241 3, W, 1105, former juignent gorreeted {COom,
App.) 268 3, ¥, 492; Griffin v, City of Waxahaohle, (Clv,
App.) B87 8, W, 988, modified (Qom. App.) 276 S, W. 80l;
Larkin v. Pruett Lumsber Co., (Civ. APP-) 800 3, W, 443}
Harris Couaty v. Smith, {Civ., App.) 187 3, ¥. 701} Clarey
v. Hurst, (Civ. App.) iao 8. #. 840, ocertified question
answered 104 Tex. 483, 13¢ 4, W, 5&5, reverzed on rehearing
140 S, W, 862&; Copeland v, State, 98 Orim. Rep. 554, 244
3. W, 8183 3Jparks v, State, 78 Crim. Rep. 263, _H& 1;-‘!‘ ".
351, 3ee Constitutional Law, vol. %, p. 430, *
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waples, 108 Tex, 167, 168 8. &, 1037; Merchants' & ¥frs.'
1loyd's Ins. Exch. v. Southern Treding Go,, (Civ.Ap-.) -
205 3. ¥W. 358, reversed on other points (Oom. App.) 2A9
8, We 3128; Sparks v. #tato, 76 Orin. Rep. 263, 174 5, W,
381.

We regard Senate Bill No. 150 as beling & legis-
lative enaatment which ocomes within the purview of the rule
laid down by the above referred to suthorities.

By the very terms of thla m, it releases and .

rejeases only all interest and penalties _\W
h t to 8 ¢e of the peraons n $e

% dpplies property omed by aueh persons previous te

their eatry iato service and applies only to the interest

and penalties of State and county ed valorex taxes on preperty

whighk had been listed on tax rolls of any oeunty {n the atmes -

of any such parsons prior to the time they joined the armed

foroes. or the auxiliaries namsd io the Aet.

Yours very truly

APPROVED
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